he is advised to check whether the suggested interpolation shows marks of the lore and law that developed in Second Commonwealth Judaism. And in case of a positive answer, his historico-literary arguments will find a reliable confirmation. All in all, the task of discerning primary and secondary elements in the Biblical books, ancient and late components therein, can be assisted by the recognition of the specific character of Jewish creativity in late-biblical and early post-biblical times.
At least four types of Jewish elaborations can be detected in the Hebrew Bible: literary, theological, legal and legalistic. 2 They are present in many of the books, but especially obtain in the Torah and in the Former Prophets. The task of gathering and studying them all is certainly arewarding one. In the frame of the present paper, however, I shalllimit myself to one segment only: literary elaborations of aggadic nature which were introduced into the Hebrew Bible by Jewish scribes. 3 One of the trends that have been pointed out in Jewish Aggadah is the spurious identification of two biblical heroes who share the same name or the same patronym. 4 A well-known instance of this course is the identification of Obadiah the steward of the palace of King Ahab (mid-4th century BCE), mentioned in 1 Kings xviii, with the prophet Obadiah who prophesied against Edom after the fall of Jerusalem (1st half of the 6th century BCE), nearly three hundred years later.
The identification is made in the Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin 39b as follows: 
